Clinical correlation of CT changes in 64 Chinese patients with tuberculous meningitis.
CT changes in 64 Chinese patients with proven tuberculous meningitis were compared with the clinical features at diagnosis. In patients presenting with advanced disease, hydrocephalus and cerebral infarction were common, and the hydrocephalus in these patients was more likely to require surgery at a later date for control of raised intracranial pressure. New infarctions were only seen in follow-up scans of patients who had presented with disturbed consciousness. Meningeal enhancement, the commonest finding, and intracranial tuberculomata were not related to the severity of disease at presentation. A normal scan in a drowsy patient virtually excludes the diagnosis of tuberculous meningitis.